
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Since summer is here the dress code calls for Cowboy Lite for July, 
August, and maybe September. Cowboy hat and closed toe shoes 
are required. Shorts, short sleeve shirts, and T-shirts are allowed. 
We will be ordering club T-shirts soon. We will be including some 
3X sizes. A reminder, please preregister for the next shoot on 
Practiscore, this will help move the signup along and the sooner 
you start shooting on hot days the better. We will also be provid-
ing water at the next shoot. 

I hope everyone checked out the improvements to the range at the last shoot. The palisade 
wall between stages 4 and 5 looks good, and the loading table between stage 3 and 4 was 
repositioned and some berm work was done. As it turned out the timing for the work on the 
stage 3 loading area could not have been better. There was an accidental discharge from a 
pistol at that spot (MDQ) when the hammer came down on a live round. As always safety is 
our greatest concern, so a couple of reminders are in order. 
 

1.  All guns are unloaded until you load them at the loading table. 
 

2.  Hammer is lowered on an empty cylinder. Do Not dry fire (SDQ) to accomplish this. Verify       
that the hammer is down correctly with another shooter. At the last match there were  
several times the first trigger pull did not fire (myself included). This may be due to the  
cylinder not being rotated by the hand. Open tops certainly have issues with this. Having 
someone check that you are on an empty cylinder will prevent safety rule violation  
accusations. 
 

3.  Pay attention to the 170 ֯rule. (Sweeping with unloaded gun SDQ, if loaded MDQ) 
 

4.   At the loading table empty and verify with another that the guns are indeed unloaded. 
 

We are all human and we all have our own anal/cranial inversions. So, let us keep an eye on 
each other. 
 

Latigo Lee 
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The current club balance as of June29, 2021 is $6570.68.  Deposits in June totaled 
$1055.00.  Debits totaled $307.13 (Range fees, lag bolts, and Alzheimer’s Association). 

 
Biff McCree 
Treasurer, South Texas Pistolaros 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t Forget to Renew Your  Club Membership 
 

Membership applications are now being accepted for the new year which runs 

from June to May.  You can print a copy of the application from this newsletter 

or pick up a copy at the July shoot.  The yearly dues for individual are $36.00 

and for family $48.00.  Come join the fun! 

 

Natalia Sue, Secretary 

OFFICERS FOR 2021– 2022 
 

President—Latigo Lee 
Vice-President—PJ Mugwump 

Treasurer—Biff McCree 
Secretary—Natalia Sue 

Range Master—Caprock Kid 
Webmaster—Long John Beard   



 
 

Everyone is fascinated by mysterious, elusive things these days.  We have all 
heard of people who spend their lives and fortunes trying to find lost treas-
ures.  Just look at the fascination with UFOs and aliens - we all know they are 
real (right?) and the government is hiding them (right?).  Contrary to what you 
are thinking, I’m not talking about UFOs, Bigfoot or the Loch Ness monster – 
I am talking about primers!  These days, primers make Yeti look like a Holly-

wood Star.  All it takes is the rumor that there are primers somewhere and people drive miles and 
miles to descend upon the site with credit cards waving!  I was cleaning up my reloading area and 
found a two sleeves of primers - I felt like I had won the lottery!  I’m willing to bet I could pay off 
my mortgage if I were to sell them; but before you call, I’m not selling!  Now to more serious mat-
ters where I would like to highlight a few safety issues we are seeing at shoots lately.   
 
  First, we have had several instances where people step up to the line, thumb that hammer back, 
pull the trigger on their pistols and “CLICK!”  Yes, I know, it could be lots of things – cylinder was-
n’t locked, the hammer didn’t rotate the cylinder, slipped the hammer, a butterfly flapped its 
wings…or…shooter failed to index their cylinder over an empty chamber.  We need to slow down 
and take a second to check ourselves and others.  SASS recommends we have a Loading Table Of-
ficer who checks weapons, but we adapted to “next shooter checks the next guy in line”.  When was 
the last time you asked someone to check you before you holstered your pistols or you checked the 
next shooter?????   
 
  Holstering (actually several issues here).   First the ‘cross draw dance’.  New and experienced 
shooters alike can get to moving fast and forget to turn their bodies when drawing AND HOLSTER-
ING their cross draw pistol.  Even see some shooters draw their pistol AND THEN turn!  If you 
wear a cross draw – take the time to make sure you doing it right.  We also need to pay attention to 
the angle of our holsters – especially cross draw holsters.  SASS rules state angle cannot exceed 30 
degrees from vertical.  According to these same rules, first infraction is a “P”, second infraction of 
same issue is a SDQ, and third instance is a MDQ.  Please tighten up those lose holsters.   
 
 Finally, I want to point out that a few shooters are guilty of ‘hunting’ for the holsters with the barrel 
of the pistol and end up breaking the 180 degree rule.  Yes, I said 180 degrees.  You are allowed to 
go past the 170 rule but only when holstering (and upholstering) your pistol for straight hang hol-
sters.  If you point the barrel behind you while trying to get it in to or out of leather – you just broke 
the rule.  Keep that pistol vertical. 
 
  Simply saying, we need to take the time to be safe.  You can shoot as fast as you want, but please 
make sure you can do it safely.  See you at the range! 

To pre-register for the July 3, 2021 match , you can go to PRACTISCORE  

(https://practiscore.com)  and sign up for the match using the instructions attached, or you 

can email STXPMatch@gmail.com with the following information:   

Name, Alias, SASS number, and if you are a STXP member or not. If you experience dif-

ficulties with  registration, please contact Caprock Kid at  

AGBLEE@YAHOO.COM 

https://practiscore.com/
mailto:STXPMatch@gmail.com


 
  
 

 
“There have been only a handful of landmark films that were so innovative that they altered the 
very DNA of the cinema.  The Wild Bunch stands as one of them.” 
 

David Weddle: “If they move…kill ‘em”: The Life and Times of Sam Peckinpah” 
 

The Wild Bunch – 1969 
 

One can only speculate what the late Sam Peckinpah would think of thousands of  21
st

 Century 
Cowboy Action Shooting folk creating a tribute to his film and the characters in it.  Many distin-
guished authors, film critics, and those who sought to be, have dissected the book and the film.  I 
wouldn’t know where to begin. What follows, is some Movie Trivia regarding the making of the 
film and the actors who portrayed the Wild Bunch. 
 
Ernest Borgnine played Dutch, Pike’s right-hand man.  He was not the first considered for the 
role.  Western History enthusiast Sammy Davis Jr. was an early favorite.  Few know that Borgnine 
played the role with a broken foot, and the dusty sets in Parras, Mexico greatly aggravated his aller-
gies. 
 
Bo Hopkins played Crazy Lee.  Hopkins had never worked with “squibs,” which emulated gun-
shots striking people.  Upon learning how they worked, he insisted that the squibs be taped directly 
on his skin so he could provide a realistic reaction to being shot.  There were over a dozen 
“takes.”  Even after a wall-mounted squib sent a sliver of wood into an eyelid, he insisted filming 
continue…after a few shots of tequila. 
 
Yolanda Ponce was a stuntwoman, actress, and singer.  At the beginning of the film, she plays a 
“townswoman” trampled by horses as Pike and the others flee town.  After one take, a stunt rider 
failed to notice her still lying “dead” on the ground and his horse stepped on her belly and upper leg 
and fractured her tailbone. Still in extreme pain, she can later be seen singing “Santa Amalia” from 
the caboose of a train.  She also played the soldadera killed by a shotgun blast fired by Pike after 
she shoots him in the back near the end of the film.  Tough lady. 
 
Billy Hart (of Bandera, Texas) was a stuntman and actor on the set.  Peckinpah liked to visit a can-
tina in Parras frequented by the locals.  One evening, Hart waded into one of the inevitable brawls 
to save an overwhelmed Peckinpah.  “As I was going in, a huge guy moved back and stepped on my 
ankle, breaking it.”  He completed the film while wearing a concealed cast. 
 
The Rio Grande River:  Pike Bishop’s gang (filmed from the US side) flees pursuit by crossing 
the river on horseback…with the river flowing from left to right. 
 
Edmund O’Brien played Freddy Sykes.  While in frail health, O’Brien endured hours in the 
makeup chair and in the saddle throughout the film.  After one memorable early rehearsal, Peckin-
pah let O’Brien develop the character and write much of his own dialogue.  Early in the film, Sykes 
is shot in the right leg.  At the end, he wears a dirty bandage on his left leg. 
  

       Beans Ahgin 



 

M a t c h    S t a r t i n g    T i m e    A n d    R a n g e    R u l e s 

Access to the Cowboy Action 
Shooting Range will be available 
only after A Place To Shoot opens 
at 9:00 AM. 
 

Please do not attempt to enter 
the range parking lot via the dirt 
bypass road. 
 

Please enter the CAS range 
through the side gates by the 
pistol range or around the right 
side of the building,    

Matches start at 9:45 AM. 
Registration will close by 9:30, 
With the shooter’ Safety Meeting 
to follow. 
 

Please, present no bills larger 
than $20 at registration.  
 
Guest shooters must read and 
sign a liability waiver before the 
match. 

The gate to the CAS range should be 
closed during a Match. Be aware 
that visitors may come on to the 
CAS range who are not  familiar 
with CAS safety protocols. 
 

Members having concerns or com-
plaints about range issues shall 
communicate those issues to the 
Pistolaros club officers. 
 

Guest Shooter Liability Waiver Policy 
 

Any contestant at a match who is not currently a member of the South Texas  Pistolaros must first read and sign a liability 
waiver before competing.   

South Texas Pistolaros Guest Shooter Policy 
 

Visiting shooters unknown to club members but possessing a valid SASS Membership who wish to register as a competitor 
will be a assigned a Pistolaros Officer or member as a “shooting buddy” for at least one stage.  New-to-CAS individuals or 
guest without a valid SASS membership but with a documented knowledge of safe firearms hand skills (LTC, NRA certifi-
cation, etc.) who desire to participate in a club match will be referred to the Range Master, or other designated Officer, for 
on-site orientation.  If time permits, the orientation will be held before the match.  If the Range Master and Match Director 
concur, the individuals will be assigned a mentor and permitted to register as a competitor. 
 

Any person who have not completed any type of formal firearms training but wish to participate in CAS will be referred to a 
formal CAS orientation session to be provided by the club.  The orientation session will use a classroom setting to address 

basic firearms safety, handling CAS firearms safely, SASS match protocols, and range and club safety rules.  Upon suc-
cessful completion of the classroom session, attendees will have the opportunity to shoot in a controlled setting on the CAS 
range.  Cost per students has yet to be determined, but a range fee of $11.00 per person plus the cost of suitable ammunition 
is to be expected.      

Gun Show Schedule 

Dates and locations of gun shows are subject to change, some may be cancelled due to 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), so please contact the show before travel  

 

July 3-4, 2021 
SAXET Trade Shows 

San Antonio Events Center 
8111  Meadow Leaf  

San Antonio, Texas  78227 
(361) 289-2256 

Local Shows Area Shows 

July 10–11, 2021 
New Braunfels Gun Show 

New Braunfels Civic/Convention Center 
375 S Castell Ave 

New Braunfels, TX 78130 
(817) 732-1194 

July 10–11, 2021 
The Kerrville Gun & Knife Show 
Hill Country Youth Event Center 

The Ag Barn 
3785 Highway 27 

Kerrville, TX 78028 
(830) 285-0575 

https://gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/new-braunfels-gun-show/#map
https://gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/kerrville-gun-knife-show/#map


 
 

I found this article interesting as it addresses several of the issues we see and hear about Cowboy Action Shooting.  In addition to mentioning carrying 

two revolvers and loading five rounds in a six-shooter, Wyatt says “the winner … usually was the man who took his time…that split fraction of a second 

the means the difference between accuracy … and a miss”.  I have found that when I take that fraction of a second to let the front sight settle on target I 

have far fewer misses. 

 

 SaukValley Sam 

  

(Edited from Capt Baylor’s Facebook post.)  On November 3, 1930, the Saturday Evening Post published Wyatt Earp’s comments that he expressed to 

his biographer Stuart N. Lake about gun fighting. This how it really was information sometimes contrasts with Hollywood’s interpretation. The following is 

an excerpt from that article with Wyatt Earp in his own words: "I was a fair hand with pistol, rifle, or shotgun, but I learned more about gun fighting from 

Tom Speer's cronies during the summer of '71 than I had dreamed was in the book. … The most important lesson I learned from those proficient gunfight-

ers was the winner of a gunplay usually was the man who took his time. … When I say that I learned to take my time in a gunfight, I do not wish to be 

misunderstood, for the time to be taken was only that split fraction of a second that means the difference between deadly accuracy with a six-gun and a 

miss. … Perhaps I can best describe such time taking as going into action with the greatest speed of which a man's muscles are capable, but mentally 

unflustered by an urge to hurry or the need for complicated nervous and muscular actions which trick-shooting involves. Mentally deliberate, but muscu-

larly faster than thought, is what I mean. …  

  

Cocking and firing mechanisms on new revolvers were almost invariably altered by their purchasers in the interests of smoother, effortless handling, 

usually by filing the dog which controlled the hammer, some going so far as to remove triggers entirely or lash them against the guard, in which cases the 

guns were fired by thumbing the hammer. … 

  

That two-gun business is another matter that can stand some truth before the last of the old-time gunfighters has gone on. They wore two guns, most of 

six-gun toters did, and when the time came for action went after them with both hands. But they didn't shoot them that way. Primarily, two guns made the 

threat of something in reserve; they were useful as a display of force when a lone man stacked up against a crowd. Some men could shoot equally well 

with either hand, and in a gunplay might alternate their fire; others exhausted the loads from the gun on the right, or the left, as the case might be, then 

shifted the reserve weapon to the natural shooting hand if that was necessary and possible. … 

  

 I have often been asked why five shots without reloading were all a top-notch gunfighter fired, when his guns were chambered for six cartridges. The 

answer is, merely, safety. To ensure against accidental discharge of the gun while in the holster, due to hair-trigger adjustment, the hammer rested upon 

an empty chamber. As widely as this was known and practiced, the number of cartridges a man carried in his six-gun may be taken as an indication of 

a man's rank with the gunfighters of the old school. Practiced gun wielders had too much respect for their weapons to take unnecessary chances with 

them; it was only with tyros and would-bes that you heard of accidental discharges or didn’t know-it-was-loaded injuries in the country where carrying a 

Colt's was a man's prerogative." 

CMP 1911 
Took my new ( to me) CMP (Civilian Marksmanship Program) 1911 to Nardis range, today.  1944 
Colt frame with USGI slide.  Feeds jacked, plated lead, and lead bullets as well as accepting after 
market magazines.  Has heavy trigger and most of my groups low left, while is my doing.  Best 
group was 5 yards on bullseye resting  arms on bench.  As my old Colonel used to say, “ the gun 
can shoot”.  At least I can keep shots below the line which apparently a lot of people can’t. 
 

SaukValley Sam 
 
 



                     “A Cowboy Action Shooting Club” 
                             119 PR 6706 Natalia, Texas  78059 

                                       Phone:  210-414-7786 Email:  lngjhnbeard@gmail.com 
 

                      New/Renewal - Membership Application 
                                                                                (Circle One)  

Please fill in the following information, and return with membership dues to the above address.  
 

Name: ______________________________ Alias: _____________________ DOB: _______________  
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip Code: _________________________________________________________________  
 
Home Phone: ________________ Business Phone: _______________ Cell Phone: ______________ 
 
Email Address:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Emergency Contact Name___________________________ Emergency Phone: _________________ 
 

SASS Member:  Yes No SASS #_______________ 
 

NRA Member:   Yes No NRA #________________ 
 

TSRA Member:  Yes No TSRA #_______________   
 
Can we include you in our directory Yes ____   No ____ 
 

 
*********************************************************************************************  

Check if applicable 
Range Officer Certification 

  

SASS RO I 
 

SASS RO II 
 

SASS WB RO 
 

Other________________  

(STXPis08/2017)  

Yearly dues are:  Individual - $36.00.     Family - $48.00.     $3.00 per month for individual 
 

$4.00 per month for family for any part of year remaining. (June to May). 

Membership Release 
 

I, the undersigned, do hereby release and discharge the South Texas Pistolaros and their representatives, 
agents, servants, directors, employees and or any land owner or operating facility associated with the 

South Texas Pistolaros, from any and all liability of every kind and character, howsoever arising, including 
bodily injuries and loss or damage of property, sustained by me, my guest, and any other person or entity, 
having or asserting claims or rights, by, through, or under me; and I do covenant and agree to HOLD 
HARMLESS AND INDEMNIFY the said entities and persons from any claims of the nature released or 
discharged, arising by, through, or under me.   
 

I AM SIGNING THIS DOCUMENT FOR THE PURPOSE AND CONSIDERATION EXPRESSED AS MY 
FREE ACT AND DEED. 
 

************************************************************************************************************************  

This is a legal and binding obligation from date of signature to May 31, 20   22  inclusive! 
 

Signature: __________________________________________  Date: ______________________ 
 

Parent or Guardian: ____________________________Date: _____-_____________  
 

************************************************************************************************************************ 


