
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Earlier this month I spent a week in Silverton Colorado, 
don’t hate me because I enjoyed high temperatures in the 
lower 80’s. Silverton is an old mining town with a rich 
history. Blair Street was the location of the “Red Light  
district” and many of the old brothels are still standing and 
are now shops and restaurants. One hidden facet of the 
town are the tunnels between various establishments. They 
are not open to the public but give a window into the times. 

It would have been improper for a business owner or banker to be seen walking 
into the district, being a mining town there were plenty of miners that made  
extra money building the tunnels. Certainly, being wealthy gives you some  
advantages but does not make you a better person. A trip to the cemetery was  
enlightening as historians have marked many graves with a brief history of 
many of the deceased. There is an area for the “soiled doves or unfortunate 
women” as they were called. There were numerous suicides among the women 
as well as others, one named “Luigi” who killed himself in the Grand Imperial 
Hotel in the room my sister stayed.  Some were killed in explosions, mine  
collapses, and avalanches. Those times were harder than most of us can  
imagine. 
 

I was talking to Caprock the other day about signups on Practiscore. We only 
had 6 that signed up using it for the August shoot. The use of the site was im-
plemented to speed up sign up so we could get posse’s shooting quicker espe-
cially in the heat. As a club the membership really decides how things will 
work by members actions. If we don’t get a better response on Practiscore we 
will go back to the old slower way of setting up posse members. 
 

Club T-shirts are in! We will be selling the for $12 each at the next match. 
They are the same as the shirts from about 4 years ago. Exact change is  
appreciated. 
 

Range prep will be September 3 at 10 am. More help is always appreciated. 
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Howdy All, 
 

Here is the financial state of the club: 
 

Starting balance:                                                        $6269.99 
8/9/21    memberships & match fees                  $273.00 
8/9/21    APTS - range fees.                                                              ($122.64) 
Ending balance:                                                          $6420.53 
 
Regards, 
Biff McCree 
Treasurer, South Texas Pistolaros 
361-834-62 

 
 

 
 

“So...they tell me you’re pretty handy 
With a gun.” 

Old Vaquero Saying 
“If you feel sick stay  

in bed”. 



 
 

 

    I am sorry I wasn’t there to enjoy the August shoot; hope 
everyone had a good time.  I’ll just have to make up for lost 
time this month!  While September will be a ‘standard’ cow-
boy match, wanted to give everyone a heads up that Octo-
ber’s shoot will be set up for a Josey Wales category.  Gives 
you time to break out that second set off pistols…even if they 

are .22’s!  For those who haven’t shot Josey-style with us, we use a second set of 
pistols in lieu of the rifle.  You don’t wear four holsters, but pre-stage the sec-
ond set.  You can even shoot “reduced rounds” for Josey.  Looking farther out, 
November will have a Doughboy category, but I will save that for next month. 
  I saw a unicorn yesterday (actually, several hundred).  There were four sleeves 
of magnum pistol primers and 3 sleeves of magnum rifle primers on the shelf 
in Academy!  Call me optimistic, but we may be turning a corner…or at least 
we can see the corner coming!  The RIFLEMAN had a great article this month 
about the ammunition plant in Arkansas that is now getting back to full pro-
duction.   
  One ore plug for pre-registering.  Fewer and fewer people are pre-registering 
for the shoot.  I know everyone is busy but taking a few extra minutes the day 
before the shoot allows us some time to plan for the day’s shoot and pos-
ses.  You don’t have use Practiscore, all you need to do is send an email to 
STXPMatch@gmail.com.   

To pre-register for the September 4, 2021 match , you can go to 

PRACTISCORE  and sign up for the match using the instructions 

attached, or you can email STXPMatch@gmail.com with the  

following information:  Name, Alias, SASS number, and if you are 

a STXP member or not.  If you experience difficulties with  

 registration, please contact Caprock Kid at  

AGBLEE@YAHOO.COM 

mailto:STXPMatch@gmail.com


 
  

 

                      The Wild Bunch…Starring Strother Martin! 
 

Shooting Wild Bunch competition affords people the chance to portray their favorite The 
Wild Bunch movie character.  For some strange reason, the character of “Pike” (played 
by William Holden) appears more often than any other.  I have yet to see a Wild Bunch 
shooter dressed as “Cullen” as played by Strother Martin. 

 

We first meet Cullen, TC, and and the crew of bounty hunters as they 
lie in wait on a rooftop for The Wild Bunch.   
 

They are matted with filth.  They argue like schoolchildren over who 
shot whom.  They all appear to be “pure bad,” and rather dim-
witted.  Two of the bounty hunters soon appear to be completely 
beyond redemption  “TC” (played by L.Q. Jones) and 
“Cullen” (portrayed by Martin) gleefully strip bodies of boots, and pry 
gold teeth from the mouths of the dead. 
 

At the end of the film, after the climactic shoot-out, they swoop in to 
collect the bodies of “Pike,” “Dutch,” and the Gorch brothers.  Their “boss,” Deke 
Thornton” (played by Robert Ryan) seems relieved when the sound of distant gunfire 
reveals that the bounty hunters themselves have been ambushed by “Freddy 
Sikes,” (played by Edmund O’Brien). 
 

Strother Martin, the actor, is quite the interesting fellow.  He was born into a 
sharecropper family in Kokomo, Indiana.  A strong swimmer, he won the National Junior 
Springboard Championship at the age of seventeen.  He attended the University of 
Michigan where he excelled at diving and swimming.  World War II ruined his chance to 
compete at the Olympics. 
 

Martin joined the Navy during WWII as an officer serving in Hawaii.  He was placed in 
charge of insuring that sailors knew how to swim.  After Japan surrendered, he returned 
to Michigan where he discovered acting.  After appearing in a few college plays, he 
decided to pursue acting as a career.  Strother Martin headed to Hollywood. 
 

In the beginning, Martin was an “extra” in swimming scenes.  He gave swimming 
lessons to movie stars, worked as a stuntman, and was eventually given small roles as 
a “character actor.”  Martin once allowed that he had modelled his “rural behavior” 
characters based on his father. 
 

Martin is perhaps best known for his role in “Cool Hand Luke” as a sadistic prison camp 
warden.  His “What we have here is a failure to communicate.” line is still used today by 
people with most not being sure of the source.  While Strother Martin did not get star 
billing in The Wild Bunch, he will be long remembered for creating a unlikeable, 
unredeemable “Cullen.” 
 
 



 

M a t c h    S t a r t i n g    T i m e    A n d    R a n g e    R u l e s 

Access to the Cowboy Action 
Shooting Range will be available 
only after A Place To Shoot opens 
at 9:00 AM. 
 

Please do not attempt to enter 
the range parking lot via the dirt 
bypass road. 
 

Please enter the CAS range 
through the side gates by the 
pistol range or around the right 
side of the building,    

Matches start at 9:45 AM. 
Registration will close by 9:30, 
With the shooter’ Safety Meeting 
to follow. 
 

Please, present no bills larger 
than $20 at registration.  
 
Guest shooters must read and 
sign a liability waiver before the 
match. 

The gate to the CAS range should be 
closed during a Match. Be aware 
that visitors may come on to the 
CAS range who are not  familiar 
with CAS safety protocols. 
 

Members having concerns or com-
plaints about range issues shall 
communicate those issues to the 
Pistolaros club officers. 
 

Guest Shooter Liability Waiver Policy 
 

Any contestant at a match who is not currently a member of the South Texas  Pistolaros must first read and sign a liability 
waiver before competing.   

South Texas Pistolaros Guest Shooter Policy 
 

Visiting shooters unknown to club members but possessing a valid SASS Membership who wish to register as a competitor 
will be a assigned a Pistolaros Officer or member as a “shooting buddy” for at least one stage.  New-to-CAS individuals or 
guest without a valid SASS membership but with a documented knowledge of safe firearms hand skills (LTC, NRA certifi-
cation, etc.) who desire to participate in a club match will be referred to the Range Master, or other designated Officer, for 
on-site orientation.  If time permits, the orientation will be held before the match.  If the Range Master and Match Director 
concur, the individuals will be assigned a mentor and permitted to register as a competitor. 
 

Any person who have not completed any type of formal firearms training but wish to participate in CAS will be referred to a 
formal CAS orientation session to be provided by the club.  The orientation session will use a classroom setting to address 

basic firearms safety, handling CAS firearms safely, SASS match protocols, and range and club safety rules.  Upon suc-
cessful completion of the classroom session, attendees will have the opportunity to shoot in a controlled setting on the CAS 
range.  Cost per students has yet to be determined, but a range fee of $11.00 per person plus the cost of suitable ammunition 
is to be expected.      

Gun Show Schedule 

Dates and locations of gun shows are subject to change, some may be cancelled due to 
the Coronavirus (COVID-19), so please contact the show before travel  

 

 

Local Shows 
Area Shows 

San Antonio 
N e w  V e n u e  C o m i n g  

S o o n !  
We are currently no longer hosting 
a San Antonio SATEX Show until 

we find another venue. 
Sorry for the inconvenience. 

September 11-12, 2021 
Kerrville Gun & Knife Show 

Hill Country Youth Event Center 
The Ag Barn 

3785 Highway 27 
Kerrville, TX 78028 

(830) 285-0575 

https://gunshowtrader.com/gun-shows/kerrville-gun-knife-show/#map

